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National Conservation Group Targets Protection
Efforts in the Cacapon
In June, the Open Space Institute (OSI) and the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation (DDCF) announced
that the Potomac Headwaters region, containing the Cacapon and Lost Rivers watershed, has been
selected as a target area for climate change conservation easement purchase funding. The Potomac
Headwaters landscape was one of four target areas chosen from across the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic
region. OSI and the DDCF feel that the risk of habitat lose due to climate change necessitates a new
approach to land conservation – an approach that targets conservation efforts in places most likely to be
resilient to increasing temperatures, and where the land conservation community has demonstrated that they
can play a defining role in protecting places where natural communities can thrive despite a warming planet.
With a $6 million lead grant from the DDCF, OSI’s Resilient Landscapes Initiative seeks to increase
measurably the conservation of parcels that contain specific types of wildlife habitat and geography, provide
greater access to and use of climate science, and increase land trust capacity focused on critical climate
priorities. The Initiative, authored by scientists at The Nature Conservancy, is based on more than a decade
of research that suggests that while we cannot predict exactly how species and habitats will respond to
climate change, we can identify places that encompass a diversity of landscape features – such as slopes,
valleys, ravines, caves and lowlands across representative geology types – offering a broad array of options to
species facing climate stressors.
The Trust will be eligible for capital grants to purchase conservation easements on qualifying parcels. The
first Request for Proposals was announced in June, and subsequent rounds are expected through September
2015. This is an unusual opportunity for you to be paid to permanently protect the conservation values
of your land. If you own significant forest land in the watershed and would like to determine if your
property qualifies, please contact the Trust.
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Cacapon River Receives Water Trail Designation
We are pleased to announce the designation of the Cacapon River Water Trail and the release of the
Cacapon and Lost River Valley Guide. The first resource of its kind for the watershed, the Cacapon &
Lost River Guide maps public river paddling and fishing access sites, public recreational lands, popular
hiking trails, and major roads. The natural and historical resources are described and important safety
tips and information on local services, restaurants, and stocked trout streams is provided.
The Guide was developed with feedback from local landowners and community members through a
series of public meetings. And it included input from the Hardy, Hampshire, and Morgan County Planning
Departments, the Friends of the Cacapon River, West Virginia Division of Natural Resources, and the National Parks Service Rails Trails
and Conservation Assistance Program. Funding was provided by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, blue moon fund, Friends
of the Cacapon, and West Virginia’s Stream Partners Program.
continued on page 5
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Trust Becomes Accredited
The Cacapon & Lost Rivers Land Trust is excited to announce
that we were recently awarded accreditation by the Land Trust
Alliance Accreditation Commission. Accreditation is a mark
of distinction, indicating to the public that a conservation
organization meets national standards for excellence and will
uphold the public’s trust over the long term. At the time of
the award, the Trust was one of only 181 land trusts from across the country to become
accredited, since the program became available in 2008. In the fall of 2012 the Trust and
The Nature Conservancy became the first organizations in West Virginia to achieve this
status. We are proud to display the accreditation seal, and feel this is one of the most
important steps our land trust can take to insure a long, bright, and solid future.
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Terrafirma
Conservation Easement Defense Insurance
Terrafirma is a new insurance service organized by the Land Trust Alliance, and owned by
member land trusts like the Cacapon & Lost Rivers Land Trust, to protect against costly
legal battles over conservation easement defense. Terrafirma increases the credibility of
the land trust community and gives land owners, regulators, donors, and the public the
peace of mind that land trusts take permanence seriously and will have the resources
necessary to defend their conservation easement agreements now and into the future.
Terrafirma, not only provides insurance that protects the Trust against the high cost of
the legal defense of the 44 conservation easements currently held. It also helps the Trust
put together a program that avoids unnecessary litigation by using solid practices, early
dispute resolution opportunities, and smart risk management. With Terrafirma, land trusts
across America stand united to defend the permanence of conservation. The Trust’s staff
and board are very proud to be a member of Terrafirma, as we continue to serve you, our
landowners, to the best of our ability.
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The Trust is a proud member of the
Combined Federal Campaign
The Cacapon & Lost Rivers Land Trust is an approved member of the Eastern Panhandle
Combined Federal Campaign (The CFC). Established by President Kennedy in 1961, the
CFC is an annual fundraising drive that provides a department store of approved charities
for federal civilian, postal, and military employees to
donate. It’s the world’s largest annual workplace charity
campaign. In 2010, federal employees contributed
$281.5 million to 25,000 non-profit organizations
through this program. If you are a federal employee in
the Eastern Panhandle region, please consider the Trust
in your 2013 giving program!
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Trust Receives
“Special Places Society Award”
In 2012, the Trust’s Executive Director, Nancy Ailes, was honored by the West Virginia
Land Trust as the first recipient of the $5000 Special Places Society Award provided
by the West Virginia Land Trust. According to Sarah Vintorini, West Virginia Land
Trust’s Marketing and Outreach Director, the Special Places Society Award is being
given annually to a West Virginia organization that has demonstrated excellence in land
conservation, education AND collaboration.

We Welcome New Board…
Mark Haynes and his family are landowners along the North River in Hampshire
County. Aside from enjoying their land, he and his wife Caroline work to improve
the quality of their forest by controlling invasive species and reducing the deer
population.
Mark is a long-time canoeist who first became acquainted with the area by
paddling the Cacapon. He is the President of Concordia Power, his small energy
consulting company. Previously he was the Vice President of General Atomics and
a Professional Staff Member of the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and
Public Works. He volunteers for the Reading Connection in Arlington, VA and
serves on his local civic association. He has a Bachelors and a Masters degree in the
Environmental Sciences.
Roger Griffis and his family own land along Dillon’s Run Road in Hampshire County.
He is a marine ecologist and Climate Change Coordinator for the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) National Marine Fisheries Service.
Roger helps lead efforts to understand, prepare for, and respond to impacts of
climate change on coastal and marine ecosystems, living marine resources, and the
communities that depend on them. Over the past two years, Roger led development
of the first U.S. climate adaptation strategy by federal, state and tribal governments
to safeguard the nation’s valuable fish, wildlife and plants in a changing climate. He
is an avid bird watcher and lives with his family in Takoma Park, Maryland.
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…and Staff Members
Lance Davis recently became the Trust’s Land Steward. Lance assists with easement
stewardship activities and conducts annual monitoring visits on lands protected by
conservation easements. Lance was born and raised in the watershed; he is a sixth
generation farmer on the Davis Farm near Yellow Spring. He is presently working
toward a degree in Agriculture and Agriculture Technology at Potomac State College.
Lance’s interest and knowledge of conservation easements stems from his experience
when his family chose to permanently protect their farm. Lance is the Vice
President of the Cacapon Valley Rod and Gun Club in Yellow Spring, WV and is the
former President of the Hampshire County chapter of Future Farmers of America.
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Book Release
Listening to the Land, commissioned by the Cacapon & Lost Rivers Land Trust
and published by West Virginia University Press, is a tribute to the people of
the Cacapon and Lost River Valley, past and present. Listening to the Land
captures the stories about, and powerful photographs of, the love people
have for this Valley and their land. These stories describe why some land
can’t be bought because of deep family connections forged by a long history,
hard labor, or simply by time sitting with a child under a tree. It’s also a
book about how land use change is affecting the Valley and the families
who live here. This book is upbeat, inspirational, and educational. It will
make anyone who ever spent time or owned land in the Cacapon and Lost River Valley
proud of the land ethic and stewardship that has made and keeps this Valley the special place it is today.
Author, Jamie S. Ross, is the producer and co-writer of the acclaimed four-part PBS environmental history series A History of
Mountains and People, for which she received the Mountain Hero award from the Mountain Institute.
Tom Cogill is a freelance photographer. His work has appeared in National Geographic, US News & World Report, American
Heritage, and other publications.
Reserve your copy for delivery after October 1, 2013 with a $25.99 check payable to “Cacapon and Lost Rivers Land Trust”, RR1
Box 328, High View WV 26808. Or mark your calendar to join us in Wardensville at the Lost River Brewery on October 14th for
an evening of book signings, good food, and celebration! Watch for your official invitation.

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
Everyone can make a difference in the Cacapon and Lost River Valley by supporting the efforts of the Trust. We will use your
donation to cover costs associated with developing land protection agreements, reaching out to landowners to let them know of our
services and inspecting protected lands to make sure landowner wishes are followed.
Become a member and receive our newsletters and other materials, so you can stay informed about what’s happening in the area.

Trust Receives $200,000 in
New Grants That May Help You!
We just received $200,000 in new grants that might assist you
in permanently protecting your property. These funds, provided
by the MARPAT Foundation and the EPA and American Rivers
Potomac Highlands Implementation Grant Program, will help
cover the cost of land protection if you own agricultural or
forested land that is geographically connected to other protected
land, has varied geologic elevations, or multiple forest types.
Protecting these types of lands will expand existing conservation
hubs and corridors and help protect the economic viability
and cultural heritage of this watershed’s natural resource-based
economy. If you are interested in protecting your land and
utilizing these funds, please contact the Trust!
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Strong Partnerships Increase Protection Efforts by 1,600 Acres
During the past two years, the Trust worked with the Hardy and Hampshire County Farmland Protection Boards, the West
Virginia Farmland Protection Authority, United States Department of Agriculture and the Potomac Conservancy protecting
an additional 1,600 watershed acres, bringing the total acres protected by the Trust to 11,769. Working with partners allows
us to achieve multiple conservation goals, leverage limited resource dollars, and strengthen our ability to protect and defend
conservation easement agreements. We rely on support from our partners, and most importantly we rely on the generosity and
conviction of landowners who make the decision to protect their land. Thank you to those special people who joined us in
permanently protecting an additional 3.7 miles of Cacapon and Lost River frontage, 1.5 miles of native trout streams, 680 forested
acres, and 920 agricultural acres. Your contribution will help improve local quality of life, and preserve our local agricultural and
forest economies!

Fiscal Cliff Deal Renews Tax Incentives Through 2013
Congress has passed a fiscal cliff deal that renews the enhanced
income tax deduction for conservation easement donations
through 2013. These financial incentives make it easier for
average Americans, including working family farmers, to donate
conservation easements on their land. If you own land with
important natural or historic resources, donating a conservation
easement can be one of the smartest ways to conserve the land
you love, while maintaining your private property rights, and
possibly realizing these significant federal tax benefits.
The 2013 Federal Income Tax Incentive:
• raises the maximum federal tax deduction you can take for
donating a voluntary conservation agreement from 30% of
your adjusted gross income (AGI) to 50%;
• allows you to deduct up to 100% of your AGI if you qualify as
a farmer or rancher; and
• increases the number of years over which you can take
deductions from 6 years to 16 years.

These changes allow many modest income landowners to
deduct much more than they could under the old rules, bringing
increased fairness to the tax code. Unless Congress acts, these
enhanced tax benefits will expire December 31, 2013 and will
revert back to the previous federal tax deduction levels.

Help Us Conserve More Land with Additional Tax
Incentives in 2013
The American Taxpayer Relief Act of 2012 includes a provision
extending the IRA Charitable Rollover through 2013. This
provision allows individuals aged 70½ and older to donate up
to $100,000 from their Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs)
to public charities without having to count the distributions as
taxable income.
You should contact the Trust immediately if you wish to donate
a conservation easement in 2013 and take advantage of this
“new, yet temporary” federal income tax incentive, or if you
wish to make a gift using the IRA Charitable Rollover.
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continued from page 1
The Cacapon River Water Trail designation was awarded by the
West Virginia Recreational Trails Advisory Board this past fall.
Water Trail designation makes the Water Trail section of the
Cacapon River eligible for WV Recreational Trail Grants. This
funding can be used for educational signs as well as for creating
or improving public river access sites. If you are interested in
taking on your own project utilizing these funds, please contact
Kelly at (540) 740-3083 for more information.

It is our hope that this Guide will not only foster stronger
connections to the natural resources the Cacapon and Lost River
watershed has to offer, but will help bolster tourism and tourism
dollars for our local businesses.
Please visit the Cacapon Guide website at www.
cacaponguide.com to view the Guide, download a free copy,
or to order a waterproof (24 x 36 inch) Guide for $10 each
using PayPal.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Annual Pig Roast and Auction
October 26, 2013 • 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Largent, West Virginia
Join Trust staff and board members, the Falconry and Raptor
Education Foundation, and your neighbors and friends for food,
fun, and educational opportunities! Two certified falconers will
bring an owl, eagle (six-foot wingspan), Harris Hawk, and a
Saker Falcon to our Event for this hour and a half-long program.
The hawk will be flown free in a field, and you will be part of a
human tunnel used for an actual (artificial lure) hunt. For many,
this is a once in a lifetime opportunity to see, participate in, and
learn about the ancient art of falconry. Some participants will
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have the opportunity to put on a leather glove and hold a bird.
Cost: $30 per person includes your meal (vegetarians welcome).
Please make checks payable to “Cacapon & Lost Rivers Land
Trust”, RR 1 Box 328, High View, WV 26808. Reservations must
be made by October 8th, in order to attend. Please indicate how
many in your party are vegetarians.
Please contact Kelly Watkinson (540) 740-3083 if you’d like
to be an Event Sponsor or provide an auction item! Your
participation and support is welcomed and appreciated!

